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BREAKING NEWS 
 

For some time now the Sub Branch has been seeking to change our title 
to Victoria Park Sub Branch. 
 

Research of the available records has shown that we have had a variety 
of titles since the Sub Branch was formed in approximately 1924 (not 
confirmed—still researching).  Some of these have been – Victoria Park, 
Millen, East Victoria Park, and East Victoria Park & Vietnam Veteran’s 
Sub Branch. 
 

An application was made to State Branch, with a submission being made 
for a name change which State Executive considered on the 26th March.  
The result of this submission is that we are now known as the Victoria 
Park Sub Branch.  This became effective on 26th March. 
 

This name change allows us to keep our identity within the Town of 
Victoria Park boundary and maintain the history of those residents who 
enlisted/volunteered for service during all conflicts that we have been 
involved in. 

Currently the Sub Branch is involved in 
creating a Living History Database for World 
War One residents who enlisted/volunteered 
and were resident or born in the Town of 
Victoria Park at the time of the conflict.  If 
any member is a relative or descendant of a 
First World War digger, who was born in or 
resided in Victoria Park during the First World 

War, we are looking for any memorabilia and/or photographs 
(especially in uniform) that you may have that will help us to improve 
our historical data base.  Please email us with your information.   
 

We will look at adding other conflicts to this database at a later date. 
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Following on from our General Meeting, I am pleased to report that a 
committee has been formed to implement the needs of the sub branch 
for our participation in the 100 year celebrations that will come on 
stream in 2015.  Much work is required in the research department to 
ensure that we recognise and pay our respects to all of those residents 
of the Town of Victoria park who enlisted/volunteered, and went away 
to fight in the First World War.  
 

The general public and descendants of those who went away have expressed their 
support for this project. 
 
If you have visited the sub branch recently, you will have noticed that significant 
maintenance has been undertaken with the building and surrounds making the place 
looking a treat. 
 
I am able to tell you that finally new air conditioning units are being installed which will 
make a big difference this coming summer.  Better late than ever. 
 
The first Sundowner for 2014 was held on Friday 19th March in the form of an informal 
barbecue with about thirty people attending.  A good time was had by all.  We look 
forward to seeing more at the next get together in May. 
 
April is one of the busiest months as far as the sub branch is concerned with the first 
semester school break falling just prior to ANZAC Day.  This year is no exception with 
three schools in the Town of Victoria Park requesting our involvement in their services.  
We have also been requested to attend services at Bentley Park, Windsor Gardens Aged 
Care facility as well as the Harris Park Tennis Club.  This is a great way for the sub branch 
to keep our profile at a high point in the community.   
 
I am sure that all members are aware that the sub branch conducts an ANZAC Eve service 
at our memorial and this year assembly time is 1730 hours for service start at 1745 hrs.  
This year we have engaged the services of the Air Training Corps to assist with a 
catafalque party and flag raisers.  A light supper will follow the service.  We have also 
been invited to attend the dawn service at Memorial Gardens in the Town of Victoria Park 
commencing at 0600 hours.  A gunfire breakfast will be provided following the service.  

“FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN” 
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MERCHANDISE 
As discussed at  Committee, the Sub Branch is in the process of deciding on a 
logo for the Sub Branch which will be included on the club shirts and other mer-
chandise that will be made available in the near future. 
 
Our Sub Branch polo shirt will be a Hawaiian Beach colour as per the sample 
and will be available in both men’s and women’s styles.  
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Email is a great way for the Sub Branch to update you on events or other items of 
interest whereby we don’t have the time to mail out.  Please contact the 

Memberships Officer Jack Matthews on 9361 9793 OR victoriaparkrsl@iinet.net.au 
to change or update your details. 

 

PHONE / FAX: 
(08) 9361 8802 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 
1 FRED BELL PARADE 

EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6101 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 
PO BOX 5444 

EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6981 
 

EMAIL: 
victoriparkrsl@westnet.com.au 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 

 MARCH  MAY 
Tony Whiting 20th Jim Lorrimar 1st 
Bill Hofert-Smith 22nd Lloyd Jones 6th 
Dee Sanders 24th Peter Gumbrell 30th 
 
 APRIL  JUNE 
Colin Crocker 3rd Jürgen (Yogi) 12th 
William Horan 13th Jacquie Liddiard 16th 
John Morgan 13th Stuart Faribairn 29th 
Robert Steadman 16th Peter Varley 30th 
Malcolm Kinnaird 19th
Gail Lawrence 19th 

OUR CURRENT COMMITTEE: 
 

Kelvin D Liddiard President 
Trevor Freestone Vice President 
Jacquie Liddiard Secretary/Treasurer 
Jack Matthews Memberships Officer 
Jürgen Kahlfeld Property/Maintenance Officer 
 Warden 
Edward Lawrence Warden 
Bill Hofert-Smith Committee 
Lorraine Patrick Committee 
Jim Lorrimar Committee 
Kevin Duckworth Committee 
Ben Wyatt, MLA  Patron 
Steve Irons, MP Patron 
Frank O’Connor         Patron 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE RSL 
A  strategic workshop has identified membership as a major target for the future growth of the 
Returned & Services League in Western Australia.  The workshop set an ambitious goal of doubling 
our membership by 2020 - with an immediate target of increasing it by 10 per cent by the end of 
the year.  All Members are asked to help in this regard by encouraging prospective members to 
join their local RSL Sub Branch. 
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Youth  
Youth is not a state of life. It is a state of mind, alertness and imagination, strength of 

feeling, victory over cowardice, and triumph of adventure over sluggishness. 
 

No one becomes old because of years that passed – one becomes old, because one has 
parted with  ones ideals. 

 

With advancing years the skin becomes wrinkled but with the loss of enthusiasm the soul 
gets wrinkled.  

Sorrow, doubt, lack of self-confidence, fear and despair are the long years which draw 
the head towards the ground and draw the upright spirit into the dust. 

 

Whether seventy or seventeen, in the heart of every human rest the desire towards the 
wonderful, the uplifting wonder when viewing the stars in the sky and the enduring 

thoughts and “things”, the fearless endeavour, the insatiable childish inquisitiveness, 
what tomorrow will bring, the unbound pleasure and joy of life. 

 

You are as young as your optimism, as old as your doubts; as young as your self-
confidence, as old as your fears; as young as your hops, as old as your despair. 

 

As long as the message of beauty, joy, courage, the wonders of the Earth, Infinity, and 
other human reach your heart, you will remain young. 

 

Only when your wings hang low and the inside of your heart becomes covered with the 
snow of pessimism and the ice of  

cynicism, and only then you have really become old.  

YOGI’S THOUGHTS 
One of the most important qualities in life is to follow your path with courage and 
determination. That’s never easy, especially if you’re aiming for a life that matches your 
dreams. Nevertheless, it’s an unavoidable truth. If you want to attain your goals, you’ll 
need to be armed with courage to overcome the obstacles that invariably arise. 
Of course, if you’re content to follow in someone else’s footsteps, you can probably 
avoid many of the obstacles that impede the progress of those who are more bold and 
original. At the same time, your life may lose some of its savour, some of its spice and 
passion. People who live life courageously certainly have problems, but problems are 
hard to avoid under any circumstances. No one can do it, and the trick of being 
successful is to find solutions to your problems - not to let them get the better of you. 
Courage consists of much more than the exploits of heroes and heroines depicted in 
books. In fact, there are many more courageous people walking around the planet than 
you may think, except that you never hear about them. We create a false image of 
courage because we often associate it with great achievements in science, sport, 
warfare, politics, and so on. However, courage also exists in our day-to-day lives, 
whenever you have the willpower to reject an offer, for example, or refuse to agree with 
the crowd. You’re courageous when you refuse to let others dominate you, when you 
keep trying to build a better life for yourself, even though you many not have any great 
exploits to boast of. Courage can also be modest, and is present in each and every one 
of us. Just putting your life into question, not accepting things as they are and doing 
everything you can to change, requires a lot of courage. If you practice being 
courageous in small things first, you’ll soon be brave in everything you do! 
All the best,  Jürgen (Yogi) Kahlfeld  

Printed by the Office of Steve Irons, MP Member for Swan 



THE PRICE OF LIBERTY IF ETERNAL VIGILANCE 

 

Page 5 Issue 18 April 2014 

Members of the Victoria Park Sub Branch  
                   Full Name : KEN MATTHEWS 
 

 

This was from an interview done in 2001 whereby he was asked for 
some information regarding the RSL Hall and the RSL in Victoria Park.  
These are his memories of the time in condensed form. 
 

My father, Fred Matthews, was deeply involved in the RSL of Victoria 
Park, and I grew up there as a youngster.  They originally used to meet 
down at the Library Hall, down opposite the Broken Hill Hotel, what 
year that was I don’t know, but I think it was around 1922.  I know they 
built the hall around 1934.  They used to meet as I said at the Library 

Hall and they used to run different events, socials and things and they had a building 
fund which they worked very hard, all the old Diggers there, to raise the money.  
Sometimes they would have a card evening above the picture theatre upstairs at the 
Broadway Picture Theatre.  I don’t think they were allowed to have music or anything 
there, but they did have cards nights, and I think that’s one of the venues that they used 
to use, but mainly the RSL was carried on in the Library hall.  I don’t know any hall prior 
to that because I was only a youngster in those days.  Eventually they got sufficient funds 
to purchase a block of land.  Now the block of land that they purchased was in Salford 
Street, that’s about in the middle of Victoria Park, so they built an RSL hall in the centre 
of town which would have been about the best spot.  It is interesting to know that it was 
on the corner, except for one house and they raised sufficient money to start getting 
building plans. They wanted to build on the tennis court which was on the block they 
bought, but the Women’s Auxiliary had formed a women’s tennis club and they didn’t 
want the hall built on their tennis club so they convinced the men to build the hall 
between the tennis club and Salford Street as there was sufficient room to do so.  The 
hall was quite nice and had a dance floor, two rooms which was the Committee Room 
and on the other side of the stage they had the kitchen. In 1935 Mr Jennings started up 
the Sons of Soldiers League because they were getting concerned then that there would 
be nobody to carry on the RSL Hall and all the RSL business.  It existed for many years.  
Mr Fred Matthews (not related) was the caretaker for many years as he lived in 
Manchester Street and was only a couple hundred yards from the hall so he always had 
the keys to the hall and used to look after the hall. 
 

My father was born in Birmingham, where he left to go to the Boer War and returned 
back and migrated in 1913 with some of his children to WA along with my mother, who 
was a member of the Women’s Auxiliary. 

ARTICLES FOR THE LISTING POST 
 

As you know the Listening Post is the 
newspaper of the RSL WA Branch and we 
would ask if you have any interesting or 
anecdotal musings that you would like to 
share with other members they can be 

emailed as follows - 
listeningpost@rslwahq.org.au. 

MY POST CONCESSION ACCOUNT 
 
Do you have a Federal Government 

concession card? You may be eligible for a 
reduce rate on domestic postage stamps and 
other offers. Apply for a free My Post 
Concession Account from Australia Post by 
visiting any Australian Post outlet or by calling 
131318.
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ANZAC BISCUIT TINS 
Anzac House has a limited number of ANZAC Bis-
cuit  Commemorative tins available for purchase.  
For more information please contact reception at 
ANZAC House on 9287 3799. 
 

There are two difference styles of tin available 
 

1. The Great Pyramid of Giza, and 
2. Leaving for the War 
 

The cost is $11.00 each. 

Remember if you have some spare  
time and want to help out around  
the Sub Branch we are more than  

happy to take up your time.  
We have jobs in the garden, around  
the centre and in the office. Come  

along and give us some of your spare  
time and we can even offer a cuppa.  

We wish all those members and our Friends who have been  Suffering from ill health or 
have had the misfortune to be in Hospital a speedy and complete  recovery 

I hope you have all had your  
flu needles and escape the 

dreaded virus over the Winter.  

Potatoes how many depends on you, for recipe 8 potato 
8 Potato boiling 
5 Eggs  
Ham as you like the more the better 
2-3 Onions 
Salt & Pepper 
Egg Mayonnaise 
Dill Cucumbers 
After Potatoes are cook’t, peel and let cool 
Eggs hard-boiled peel and let cool 
Ham cut in small squares 

Cut Onion in small squares 
Cut Dill Cucumbers in slices  
Potatoes cut in slices 
Eggs cut in slices 
Put in ham & onion 
Salt & Pepper 
Put in Mayonnaise 
In addition, stir in enough Mayonnaise to get it very smooth 
 

 Good Appetite. 

Printed by the Office of Steve Irons, MP Member for Swan 
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YOU CAN DROP YOUR OLD USED 
SPECTACLES AND HEARING AIDS 

OFF AT THE  SUB BRANCH  
OFFICE HOURS SEE FRONT PAGE  
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CROSSWORD: 
Down: 
1.  Pith helmet 
2.  Blind as —— 
3.  “Goodbye Columbus” author. 
4.  Smith & Jones, maybe. 
5.  Bacon product 
6.  Goddess of recklessness. 
7.  Edible root 
8.  Don quickly 
9.  Actress Arquette 
10. Unselfish 
11. Grip firmly 
12. Auditory equipment 
15. Don’t panic 
18. Barge-like boat
22. “Jurassic Park” actor 
24. In the thick of 
26. Salzburg setting 
27. #2 
28. Mediates 
30. Fossil resin 
32. South Australia’s capital. 
34. Leafy vegetable
35. Crude dudes
37. Lubricated 
38. To boot 
41. Arrange the sheets 
43. Tiny aperture 
45. Group of nine
46. Disallow 
47. Trumpeter Davis 
49. Distorts 
50 Renown 
51. “_____ grip!” 
53. Plains Indian
54. Middle figure
55. Swirl 
58. Alehouse 

CROSSWORD: 
Across: 
1.   Scarlett’s plantation 
5.   Chows down 
9.   Strong current 
13. Ancient Greek coin 
14. Pursue furtively 
16. Pueblo pot 
17. Pastry in Paris 
19. Antares, e.g. 
20. “Odyssey” setting 
21. Symbols of welcome 
23. Tofu source 
25. Police command 
26. “A Room With——” 
29. “Moon River” composer 
31. Telescope part 
32. Goal 
33. Glacier Bay  
36. Fido or Fluffy? 
37. Eccentric 
39. Dance specialty 
40. Coins 
42. Spreading tree 

43. Heap 
44. Salon supplies 
46. Bad habits 
47. “American Pie” singer 
48. “Dulce et Decorum Est” 
poet. 
50. “Tom Jones” author 
52. In 
56. Hawkeye Pierce  
Portrayer. 
57. Firmly fixed 
59. Congregate 
60. Polish off 
61. Burden 
62. Latin being 
63. Small amounts 
64. Counting-out starter. 

May every tomorrow be twice as 
      sunny and sweet as all the  
           days  that came before. 
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DOING BUSINESS WITH  
RSL State Branch:  
8:30am - 4:30pm 
 

ANZAC HOUSE 
  
28 St Georges Terrace, Perth   

Website:  www.rslwahq.org.au 
 

Email:  rslwahq@iinet.net.au 
Telephone: (08) 9287 3799  
Fax: (08) 9287 3732  
Country Callers :  
1800 259 799 
 

RECEPTION 
Monday to Friday -  
General Enquiries  
PO Box 3023  
Perth Adelaide Tce ,WA 6832        
Tel: 9287 3799 
Email:  
adminassist@rslwahq.org.au 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:   
(check your diary in case of changes) 
 

Committee: Monday 28th April 2014 at 1630 hours 
                       Monday 26th May 2014 at 1630 hours 
  
ANZAC EVE:    Friday 24th April 2014 at 1730 Hours 
 
GENERAL:  Sunday 8th June 2014 at 1000 hours. 
   
AGM:  Sunday 12th October 2014 at 1000 hours. 
  
Next Social Event: 
  

Sundowner :       Friday 16th May 2014 

Issue 18, March 2014
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WA AGED RETURNED 
SAILORS, SOLDIERS & 

AIRMEN’S RELIEF  
TRUST FUND 

 

Ready to Assist 
 

Veterans and Dependants 
in Need or Necessitous 

Circumstances 

Apply:  Welfare Officer 

 
The Gurney Club (Inc)

VICTORIA PARK RSL SUB BRANCH 
HALL FOR HIRE 

THE RSL HALL IN FRED BELL PARADE,  
EAST VICTORIA PARK IS AVAILABLE FOR  

LONG TERM OR CASUAL HIRE  
AT VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES 

SOCIALS / LUNCHES / DINNERS 
MEETINGS END OF YEAR WINDUPS 

 
FOR INQUIRIES Phone: 9361 8802 or 0432 201 440 

Email: victoriaparkrsl@westnet.com.au 

http://www.rslwahq.org.au
mailto:rslwahq@iinet.net.au
mailto:adminassist@rslwahq.org.au

