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Contact Editor Newsletter: 
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Deadline for contributions/articles next issue is 30/06/2014 

See page 6 for photos 

Once again a successful ANZAC Eve service was conducted by the  Sub 
Branch on Thursday evening 24th April 2014.  On behalf of the 

Committee and Members of the Sub Branch, we wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to all those businesses, community members and 

helpers for their generous donations and support which helped to 
make the service and evening a great success. 
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Once again the Sub Branch was involved with a very busy lead up to our 
ANZAC Eve service and commemorations. 
 

This was made even more involved with both school holidays and Easter all 
coming together at the same time. 
 

We participated in memorial services at Millen, Victoria Park and East 
Victoria Park Primary Schools, Windsor Park Nursing Home, Harris Park 

Tennis Club, Gloucester Park remembrance trotting event as well as the dawn service conducted 
by the Town of Victoria Park.  Of course our main event was our ANZAC Eve Memorial Service 
which included official invited guests, members of the general public as well as participation by Girl 
Guides, Scouts and the Air Training Corps #713 Squadron cadets and instructors.  As with all such 
events as these, it would not have been possible without the generous donations provided each 
year by community business houses, patrons of the Sub Branch, community members and of 
course members of the Sub Branch who give their all to ensure it is a successful event.  It is a 
credit to all members who helped that everything went smoothly.  Very positive feedback has been 
received from members of the general public that attended.  My personal thanks to you all for a job 
‘well done’. 
 
 

This year RSL Headquarters allowed Sub Branches to fundraise up to and including ANZAC Day 
(same principles as Remembrance/Poppy Day).  To those members and others who gave their 
time – thank you. 
 

The Sub Branch continues to be upgraded with the air conditioning units finally being installed.  
Summer 2014/15 will be much more pleasant. 
 

Safety and security has been upgraded as well with a new key system installed as well as external 
security cameras being in place to cover the main external parts of the building. 
 

The Town of Victoria Park are continuing to work to improve the surrounds and gardens of the Sub 
Branch by re-assessing the gardens and surrounding park grounds and areas.  Hopefully 
everything will be in good shape for the 2015 memorial celebrations. 

“FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PEN” 
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MEMORIAL WALL  
 
Forthcoming Centenary celebrations across Australia are at present being promoted by the Department of Defence, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the RSL and other ex Service Organisations in memory of Australia’s commitment to our 
involvement in the First World War. 
 

Australia, as part of the British Empire had federated all States and became known as the Commonwealth of Australia in 
1901.  When World War 1 was declared, Australia, as part of the British Empire was asked to enlist/recruit soldiers and 
other personnel to help sustain the conflict that was raging in Europe at that time.  Western Australia and indeed, the 
Town of Victoria Park played a significant part in the unfolding events of 1914/15.  Victoria Park was selected as a 
recruiting/mobilisation point for the City of Perth.  Research has shown that some 400+ citizens were recruited from the 
environs of the Town of Victoria Park. 
 

Our Sub Branch is undertaking the memorable task of remembering and 
honouring those citizens from the Town of Victoria Park who volunteered/
enlisted to “Save the Empire”.  The Sub Branch commitment is to erect a 
memorial wall at the Sub Branch and list all of those who served (from 
Victoria Park locality only) by placing a bronze plaque on the wall citing 
their name, some service details, etc.  To this end we have applied to 
several agencies for funding to help offset the cost of this project.  
Architects and a building maintenance contractor along with other trades 
people have been approached to offer services and quotes for the project.  
Estimated cost in total will be $150,000 to complete this project.  We will 
also be seeking donations from Victoria Park business houses, the general 
public and indeed all those who have an interest in this project.   
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Email is a great way for the Sub Branch to update you on events or other items 

of interest whereby we don’t have the time to mail out.  Please contact the 

Memberships Officer Jack Matthews on 9361 9793 OR email us at 

rslevp@westnet.com.au to change or update your details. 

EDITORS NOTE 
 

If you have any 

information or 

contributions for the next 

edition of the Stand Easy  

or any upcoming editions  

please ensure it reaches 

the Editor  

before 30th June . 

To those that have  

contributed to this 

edition, I thank you. 

We both know what a tough time you’ve been having. 

When you feel as though no one cares or understands. 

Know that we do and are always here for you. 

If you would like to talk to us? 

We will listen to you, because we care. 
 

When things get too confusing and stressful, just stop for a minute . 

Breathe, Breathe, Breathe, 

Take a deep breath , think of all the people who care about you , 

and know that you can get through this. 
 

Dealing with others can be difficult, especially when there is hurt 

and  anger involved. 

The past gives us the opportunity to learn. 

The future gives us the opportunity to live. 
 

Look for the sunrise in the morning. 

Look for the moon and stars at night. 

In these places you will see the possibility of a new day and find 

hope. 

 
We are in the 

process of 
setting up a 

Book Swap and a DVD 
Hire.  

Please take advantage of 
this new  
service 

OUR CURRENT COMMITTEE: 
 

Kelvin D Liddiard President 
Trevor Freestone Vice President 
Jacquie Liddiard Secretary/Treasurer 
Jack Matthews Memberships Officer 
Jürgen Kahlfeld Property/Maintenance/Warden  
 

Edward Lawrence Warden 
 

Bill Hofert-Smith Committee 
Lorraine Patrick Committee 
Jim Lorrimar Committee 
Kevin Duckworth Committee 
 

Ben Wyatt, MLA Patron 
Steve Irons, MP Patron 
Frank O’Connor Patron 
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On Wednesday 23rd April 2014, the Victoria Park Sub Branch was asked to host the visiting 
East Timor-Leste ex service organisation delegates as part of their official fact finding visit 
to Western Australia.  Two other delegations participated and went to the eastern states.  
Their objective was to learn from RSL experiences how it advocates on behalf of its mem-
bers and also how we take care of our members and their families so be able to establish 
a similar organisation in East Timor, as well as further strengthening the prevailing excel-
lent bi-lateral relationship existing between the peoples of our two nations. 
 

The delegation, led by Mr Mario Nicolau Dos Reis, was tasked with the job of enquiring 
about how the RSL in Australia was established (Australia wide), how it is administered as 
well as determining what the principal core criteria has enabled the organisation to attend 
to and look after the ex- service members of all arms of the Australian Defence Forces. 
 

Over morning tea, the President presented an overview of the day to day activities of the 
Sub Branch as well as the national and state administrative responsibilities in achieving the 
aims of the League with the emphasis being placed on the welfare and advocacy aims and 
objectives.  Members of the Sub Branch made themselves available to try and explain the 
ethos and objectives of the RSL.  Many questions were asked and concern was expressed 
by them about how to unify and consolidate the many different cultural issues prevailing 
in East Timor at the present time.  It was interesting working through the questions asked 
because of the different cultural aspects existing at this point in time in East Timor. 
 

One of the most interesting outcomes of the visit was the different experiences that these 
delegates had during their military service which they related with great candour. 
 

It was very pleasing to be a part of the discussion and to share in the openness and 
warmth shown by the delegates to the information passed on.  
 

It is not known whether they enjoyed the ANZAC biscuits which were given to them before 
they left or indeed our Australian Lions fruit cake. 

Thank you to Jack Matthews, Rod 
Labrooy and Bill Hofert-Smith for 
being available to speak with our 
guests. 

Visiting Delegation from East Timor-Leste 
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ANZAC EVE SERVICE 
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WINDSOR PARK NURSING HOME 
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Senior  health care solution -  YOGI’S THOUGHTS 
So you're a sick senior citizen and the government says there is no nursing home 
available for you - what do you do? 
  

Our plan gives anyone 65  years or older a gun and 4 bullets.  You are allowed to shoot 
2 MP’s  and 2 Ministers – not necessarily dead! 
 

Of  course, this means you will be sent to prison where you will get 3 meals a  day, a 
roof over your head, central heating, and all the health care you need!  Need glasses, 
great.  New hip, knees, kidney, lungs, heart?  All covered.  (And your kids can come and 
visit you as often as they do  now). And who will be paying for all of this?  The 
same  government that just told you that  they cannot afford for you to go into a home.  
 

Plus,  because you are a prisoner, you don't have to pay any income taxes anymore.  
 

IS THIS A  GREAT COUNTRY OR WHAT? 

All the best,  Jürgen (Yogi) Kahlfeld  

Find the  Man in the Coffee Beans 
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Members of the Victoria Park Sub Branch  

 
 

Name : JACK MATTHEWS 
 

 

After being born 20th September 1927 to Charles and Hilda Matthews at the private 
home of Aunt Mary Martin, a registered but semi retired nurse, I was raised on a small 
farm near the town of Redhill in South Australia. My mother died from appendicitis 
when I was four years old. 
  

After finishing the seven school grades available to me and unable to find work locally 
I left home  for Adelaide at 13 years where I soon found work on  a Kidman cattle 
station, via their Adelaide office at Quinyambie, north of Broken Hill. 
 

After eight months on Quinyambie, I found work with a drover going further north to  

Queensland which started nine years of wandering across the top end, mostly on 
horseback. Back to Marree and the Birdsville Track, once again to Queensland , to the 
Territory and across to the Kimberley's  either droving or working with cattle on 
stations, also filling in with other seasonal jobs sometimes for a change.  There was 
always plenty of work. 
 

While in Sydney for a spell in 1950 the Korea War had just started, I became a 
member of Her Majesty’s armed forces and served for six years including two and half 
years in Japan and Korea. 
 

On leaving the army in 1956 and after a short period working in Melbourne as a 
brickies labourer, I moved to West Australia where I became a small contractor, at 
first with a fencing contract on the Nullarbor Plain, then bulk super spreading for 
farmers around Geraldton, then long distance truck driving carting for Mayne Nickless 
and other prime contractors for the mines up north.  
 

I married Elizabeth in 1969 and after her death in 1999,I walked the Bibbulmun Track 
to clear my head.  In 2001 I went to New Guinea (at age 74) and walked the Kokoda 
Track. 
An opportunity followed to help form a Memorial Troop of the 10th Light horse 
Regiment, so I did and, of which I am still a member. 
 

I am also a member of the “Honouring Indigenous War Graves”  group which identifies 
unmarked graves around the state of black (and white and in between) soldiers to 
erect a headstone and conduct a memorial service to help the family find closure.  
Through contacts in HIWG I also became a member of an exservice group which is 
repairing Meentheena, an old cattle station homestead and its surrounds 75 kilometres 
east of Marble Bar.  Meentheena has thirty kilometres of river frontage (with fish) 
which gives me a country holiday twice a year. 
 

To honour my appreciation of RSL Life membership I hope to be more active in the 
Sub Branch in future years.  
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WORLD WAR 1 LIVING DATABASE 
 
The Sub Branch is at present researching details of World War One diggers who were 
born in or who resided in the district of Victoria Park at the time of enlisting in the 
Australian Imperial Force for service overseas. 
 

Our aim and plan is to pay tribute to and recognise those members of the community 
who served their country in time of need during this dark period and to put a life behind 
those names which will appear on our commemorative memorial wall and secure this 
history for time immemorial. 
 

If you are a descendant of or know of anyone who falls into any of the above 
categories we would like to hear from you.  If you are in possession of any service 
history papers (such as enlistment or discharge papers, etc) or treasured photographs 
we would like to hear from you. 
 

All such material provided will be safeguarded and returned after we have finished  
recording the information.  We are also establishing a living history database with as 
much information as possible being recorded for the forthcoming Centenary 
recognition in 2015.  This database will be accessible on our website for anyone 
wishing to check family or other members. 

We wish all those members and our 
Friends who have been  Suffering 

from ill health or have had the misfor-
tune to be in Hospital a speedy and 

You are a Volunteer! 
 

There are those who work so tire-

lessly, 

In acts of selfless deeds, 

By giving of their own free time, 

To help with the RSL Club’s needs! 

You will find them at the office desk, 
Ladies preparing Meals, Maintenance, in 

the Bar, far and wide, they receive no 

weekly pay check, yet, their work is 

done with pride! 

But best of all, their serving heart 
Is truly a display and so we thank you 

for your work, 

Your kindness and your cheer, 

You are a servant, legend, and friend. 

You are a Volunteer! 

 
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 

JUNE 
Michael Green 9th  

George Farrell 10th 
Yogi Kahlfeld 12th 

Jacquie Liddiard 16th 
Stuart Fairbairn 29th 
Peter Varley 30th 

 
JULY 

Robert White 8th 
Robert Hines 10th 
 

AUGUST 
Elvie Crocus 12th 

Lesley Latto 12th 
Rodney Castle 20th 
Betty Garrett 26th 

Wendy Jupp 31st 

A very special birthday 

wish to George Farrell 

who turns 100  

on 10th June 
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Remember if you have some spare  
time and want to help out around  
the Sub Branch we are more than  

happy to take up your time.  
We have jobs in the garden, around  
the centre and in the office. Come  

along and give us some of your spare  
time and we can even offer a cuppa.  
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Across 
1. As _________ as a feather. 

3. Fly like a ___________. 

4. Swim like a ____________ 
7. Cry like a ___________. 

9. As ____________ as a 
bunny. 

11. As ____________ as an ox. 
12. As ____________ as an 

eel. 

14. As slow as a ___________ 
 

Down  
2. As tall as a __________. 

3. As __________ a bee. 
5. As __________ as a mule. 

6. Waddle means to walk like a 
______. 

7. As blind as a _________. 

8. As __________ as a mouse. 
10. As __________ as ice. 

11. As ___________ as a fox 
13. Eat like a ___________. 

14. As white as ___________. 

My bed is a magical place  

where I suddenly remember 

everything I was  

supposed to do.  
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East Victoria Park  
RSL Sub Branch 

DOING BUSINESS WITH  
RSL State Branch:  
8:30am - 4:30pm 
 

ANZAC HOUSE 

  

28 St Georges Terrace, Perth   

Website:  www.rslwahq.org.au 
 

Email:  rslwahq@iinet.net.au 
Telephone: (08) 9287 3799  
Fax: (08) 9287 3732  
Country Callers :  
1800 259 799 
 

RECEPTION 

Monday to Friday -  

General Enquiries  

PO Box 3023  

Perth Adelaide Tce ,WA 6832        

Tel: 9287 3799 

Email:  

adminassist@rslwahq.org.au 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

PHONE / FAX: 
(08) 9361 8802 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 
1 FRED BELL PARADE 

EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6101 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 
PO BOX 5444 

EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6981 
 

EMAIL: 
victoriaparkrsl@westnet.com.au 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:   
(check your diary in case of changes) 
 

Committee: Monday 23rd June 2014 at 4.30pm 
General: Sunday 8th June 2014 at 10am  
 AGM: Sunday 12th October 2014 at 1000 hours. 
  
Next Social Event: 
  

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Friday 18th July 2014 
$25 per person—prepaid 
Three Course  Meal 
Dancing, Music, raffles and 

good company 

Issue 14, March 2013          
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WA AGED 

RETURNED 

SAILORS, 

SOLDIERS & 

AIRMEN’S RELIEF  

TRUST FUND 
 

Ready to Assist 
 

Veterans and 

Dependants in Need 

or Necessitous 

Circumstances 
 

Apply:  Welfare Officer 

(08) 9287 3707 

HALL FOR HIRE 
 

The Gurney Club (Inc) 
 VICTORIA PARK RSL SUB BRANCH 

HALL FOR HIRE 
THE RSL HALL IN FRED BELL PARADE, EAST  

VICTORIA PARK IS AVAILABLE FOR  
LONG TERM OR CASUAL HIRE AT  

VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES 
SOCIALS LUNCHES / DINNERS 

MEETINGS END OF YEAR WINDUPS 
FOR INQUIRIES  

Phone: 9361 8802 or 0432 201 440 
Email: victoriaparkrsl@westnet.com.au 

http://www.rslwahq.org.au
mailto:rslwahq@iinet.net.au
mailto:adminassist@rslwahq.org.au

