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Issue 21 - DECEMBER 2014 

OUR WW1 MEMORIAL WALL BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE 

See story inside 
and follow the 

progress.  This is 
an enormous 

achievement for 
the Sub Branch, 
thank you to all 
those involved in 

the project. 

Kelvin Liddiard, Fergus Beer (DVA), Lucy Reynolds (Lotterywest), Philip Orchard (CEO RSL 
State Branch), Nathan Cain (Town of Victoria Park), Gabby Ryan (DVA) and Trevor Freestone 
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Greetings to everyone 
 
I suppose one of the major talking points over the past couple of months has been the 
proposed amalgamation of various local government authorities.  Fortunately we will not 
fall under the umbrella of South Park! 
 
Sadly, we saw the passing of one of our senior members – Bob Moir, RAN, who 
passed away on 11th February at the age of 90.  A memorial service was held at 
Karrakatta Cemetery on Friday 20th February with members of the Sub Branch 
attending and passing on their condolences to the family.  LEST WE FORGET. 

 
Much has happened since the start of the New Year with our annual maintenance this year being the refurbishment 
of the main hall floor.  Marvellous what a coat of two pack can do.  Also, work is well under way on the Memorial 
Wall project with completion still expected to be at the end of March. 
 
For those members who aren’t computer savvy, we have had discussions with a group called Have a Go who 
provide free computer seminars whereby they come to your premises with their equipment and teach mature age 
people computer skills, from plugging in to the basics needed to cope with the technology of today.  They will also do 
iPad and Scams workshops if you want.  If you would like to take advantage of this service contact the Sub Branch. 
 
At the end of 2014, I, together with Jacquie and a few other sub branch members attended Ben Wyatt’s (Local 
member for Victoria Park and co Patron) Christmas function where we were awarded the Vaughan Glare Award for 
our contribution toward community involvement with Victoria Park.  We thank Ben for his consideration of the award 
to us. 
 
With the slowdown in the economy, we are like everyone else looking for more involvement with the general 
community as far as use of our facilities is concerned.  If you know of any family members or friends who would like 
to hire the premises at very competitive rates ask them to give us a call. 
 
To keep up to date with what’s happening at the Sub Branch don’t forget to check out our web page at 
www.victoriaparkrsl.org.au. 
 
For all those volunteers who helped out leading up to Remembrance Day 2014, a luncheon was held at ANZAC 
House. A great time was had by all and I would like to express my appreciation for the effort that you made.  See 
story and pictures on page 10. 
 
With ANZAC Day fast approaching and the importance of the 100 years of ANZAC, volunteers will be required to 
ensure that our service will be successful as in past years.  I urge members to become involved so that our 
showcase event will be remembered by all those who attend.  Flyer for ANZAC Eve service and dedication of the 
WW1 Memorial Wall is included with your newsletter. 

PAGE 2 PRESIDENT’S PEN 

MEMORIAL WALL PROGRESS 
 
Our Memorial Wall is now well under way with finishing touches being done in the 
coming weeks, which includes the installation of the flagpoles, lighting, paving and of 
course the most important commemorative plaques to be done.   We have received 
funding and would like to acknowledge the receipt of grants from Lotterywest, DVA and 
a donation from the Town of Victoria Park, along with general public support and 
donations.  Thank you all for your help and support. 

 
 
 

http://www.victoriaparkrsl.aug.au
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OUR CURRENT  
COMMITTEE: 

 

Kelvin D Liddiard President 
Trevor Freestone Vice President 
Jacquie Liddiard Secretary/Treasurer 
Jack Matthews Memberships Officer 
Michael Edwards Warden  
Robert Delaney Warden 
Bill Hofert-Smith Committee 
Lorraine Patrick Committee 
Jim Lorrimar Committee 
Kevin Duckworth Committee 
Jürgen Kahlfeld Committee 
Ben Wyatt, MLA Patron 
Steve Irons, MP Patron 
Frank O’Connor Patron 
Mark Purslowe Patron 

Email is a great way for the Sub Branch to update you on events or other items of 
interest whereby we don’t have the time to mail out.  Please contact the 

Memberships Officer Jack Matthews on 9361 9793 OR email us at 
info@victoriaparkrsl.org.au to change or update your details. 

EDITORS NOTE 
 

If you have any information or contributions 
for the next  edition of the Stand Easy or any 
upcoming editions  please ensure it reaches 

the Editor  
Email: 

info@victoriaparkrsl.org.au 
 

To those that have  contributed to this 
edition, I thank you. 

Why not join  The Victoria Park RSL Sub 
Branch , meet friends old and new. 

There is laughter and lots of chat and other things 
to do. You will find out what you missed. It is really 

up to you to have a laugh and live longer.  
It is the best thing you can do. Where people of all 

ages enjoy regular activities. 
Contact the The Victoria Park RSL Sub Branch 

and get a zap out of life. 
Become a member, recharge your batteries and 

enjoy the activities of  
The Victoria Park RSL Sub Branch  
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of WW1 servicemen from Victoria Park 
 

Full Name :   Bob Heard BAKER  
 
Bob Heard Baker was born in Devon in the UK in the year 1885, to a farmer, 
Stephen and his wife, Rhoda. Bob was the grandson of generations of farmers 
and set to carry on this tradition in a small rural village that is famous only for 
the song about Uncle Tom Cobbley and All. Bob was named Bob and not 
Robert, as was the norm, his second name was for his maternal great 
grandfather, William Heard, another farmer from Devon.  
Bob chose to change the family tradition and travel, firstly to the big smoke of 
London, where as a 15 year old he was an errand boy for his great Aunt, who 
ran a boarding house there. More travel called and the wilds of Western 
Australia were the next port of call and a job as a Steward and Hall Porter at 
the prestigious Weld Club in Barrack Street, Perth. Whilst working there he 
met a pretty florist with the romantic name of Florence Jane Cathcart Ferrier. 
She was the daughter of a Victorian couple, George and Elizabeth Ferrier, who 
had brought their brood of 9 children West to make their fortunes, late in the 1890s.  
It wasn’t long before wedding bells were ringing for the loving couple as they married in St George’s Cathedral 
on St. Georges Terrace, Perth. They worked hard and bought a house in Victoria Park, where their first child, a 
daughter (Rhoda) was born in1914. Florence and Bob had named their house “Spreyton”, after the village all 
those miles away in Devon. Before their next child was born the disaster known as The Great War (WW1), 
began in Europe. All the men were joining up and setting off to do their bit.  Bob was no exception and so at 
the aged of 29 he joined the 16th Battalion and sailed off to Egypt on the HMAT “Chilka” with about 104 other 
West Australian Soldiers, who had done their training at Blackboy Hill, close to Perth.  On the 2nd of August 
1915 he landed on the shores of Gallipoli and was wounded four short but horrific days later and sent of to 
Mudros, Malta and then London hospitals to try and recover.  
It was not until January 1916 that he was well enough to get back to the horrors of the battles, but before he 
left England he wrote to the Army powers that be to say, “please send my Mother who is a widow and living in 
England 1 shilling every pay, and as I am returning to the front, please be mindful my dear Wife in Australia is 
expecting our second child soon and if the worst happens take care of them all.”  At the end of February 1916 
a son was born to Bob and Florence, Robert George Baker, in that house called “Spreyton” in Victoria Park, 
while Florence coped on her own, Bob was all those miles away fighting for his King and Country.  
He was sent firstly to Alexandria and eventually to Marseilles, France in the summer of 1916. There was heavy 
fighting around Pozieres and on the battlefields of the Somme and by the end of August at Mouquet Farm, not 
far from Pozieres Bob was reported missing in action. Soon after that it was confirmed that Bob Heard Baker 
had been killed in Action.  
In the next few months Florence was told the dreaded news and then began the years of trying to find out 
about his belongings, a Bible, photographs and letters, she did receive a letter from a Canadian Soldier who 
had found Bob’s remains and removed his dog tags. Along with his condolences the Canadian was returning 
them all to Florence. Eventually they were sent on a ship that was leaving from Glasgow in Scotland, when it 
was sunk. Everything had gone.  
It took many years of letter writing and pleading with the Authorities before Florence finally received any 
recognition r confirmation of Bob’s passing in those battlefields.  
According to the Army, Bob was never found and therefore never buried, his remains stay in the fields around 
Mouquet Farm. His name is on the wall at the Australian War Cemetery at Villers-Bretonneux, and a tree was 
planted by Florence in Kings Park to commemorate this soldier.  
Florence did remarry after a few years and had another child.  
Robert and his sisters grew up to be upstanding citizens of this state and served their country in the next war.  
 
LEST WE FORGET 

PAGE 4 LIVING MEMORIES HISTORY 
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What an evening we had it was a wow factor, all members and guests enjoyed themselves. To those 
Members who stayed away you missed a great show so next time come and don’t miss out on a good 

show presented by Jacquie and committee members. The raffle exceeded all expectations and all those 
present received a raffle prize from Santa.  Well done Jacquie and all those who contributed to make this 
a Christmas function to remember. 

PAGE 5  EVENT PICTURES - Christmas 
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WORLD WAR 1 DIGITAL DATABASE 
 

The Sub Branch has completed researching details of 
World War One diggers who were born in or who resided in 
the district of Victoria Park at the time of enlisting in the 
Australian Imperial Force for service overseas. 
 
Our aim and plan is to pay tribute to and recognise those 
members of the community who served their country in 

time of need during this dark period and to put a life behind those names which will appear on 
our commemorative Memorial Wall and secure this history for time immemorial.  We are placing 
431 plaques to these names on the Memorial Wall.  Our research has been long and thorough 
and we can now give a few stats from our findings: 
 
Of the contingent that went our soldiers stats currently look like the following: 
 

12 killed in Gallipoli (1 on the 25th April 1915- one of the first ANZACs) 
113 were under the age of 21 years 
72 KIA/DOW (killed in action/died of wounds)  
                    (19 of which were under the age of 21) 
1 x 15 year old  1 x 16 year old 1 x 17 year old 
1 x 46 year old, being the oldest from the official records - H L Stuber 
3 are (known) Indigenous soldiers 
21 are soldiers who were born in Victoria 
Park 
1 x female (Staff Nurse – Fitzpatrick) 
3 x POW’s (Smith/Johnston/Brown) 
 
5 x Military Crosses 
3 x DCMs 
13 x Military Medals 
7 x Mention in Dispatches (MiD) 
1 x Croix de Guerre (CDG) 

 
 
For the future we will be researching those names for other conflicts such as WW2 (we have 
started the gathering of details), Malaya, Korea, Vietnam, etc, so if you have information we need 
please send it in to us.  The guidelines will be the same as for WW1, those who were born or 
living in the district of Victoria Park at the time of enlistment for the said conflict. 

WA AGED RETURNED SAILORS, SOLDIERS 
& AIRMEN’S RELIEF  

TRUST FUND 
 

Ready to Assist 
 

Veterans and Dependants in Need or Necessitous 
Circumstances 

 

Apply:  Welfare Officer 
(08) 9287 3707 
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February 
John Latto 2nd 
Warren Everett 5th 
Dick Garrett 11th 
William Forward 16th 
J Robinson 16th 
Phil Quartermaine 19th 
Michael Edwards 21st 
Lindsay Woods 22nd 
P Jasper 26th 
K Ferris 28th 

 
March 
R Ledger 8th 
Alison Rushack 8th 
Tony Whiting 20th 
Bill Hofert-Smith 22nd 
Dee Sanders 24th 
K Morrison 24th 
Rod Labrooy 30th 
 

The committee and members of the Sub Branch wish you the very 
best for your day with much happiness and health for 
the future.   Happy Birthday to one who shines with 

happiness and so readily shares it.  
May your day be as happy as you make others.  

PAGE 7 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Washing a Car 
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid. The remaining 13 letters 
spell something that you wash off of a car. 

BRUSH 
BUCKETS 
CHAMOIS 
CHROME 
CLEAN 
DEAD BUGS 
DIRT 
DOOR HANDLES 
DOORS 
DRIVEWAY 
DRY OFF  
FENDERS 
FRONT 
GARDEN HOSE 
GLASS 
GRIME 
HEADLIGHTS 
HOOD 
HUBCAPS 
LICENSE PLATE 
MIRRORS 
MUD  
PREPARATION 
REAR 
RINSE 
ROOF 
SCRUB 
SIDES 
SOAP 
SPONGE 
SQUEEGEE 
SUDS 
TAIL LIGHTS  
TIRES 
TOP 
TOWELS 
VEHICLE 
WASH 
WATER 
WAX 
WHEELS 
WINDOWS 
WINDSHIELD  
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PAGE 8 FUNNIES 

 
 

We wish all those members and our 
friends who have been suffering from 
ill health or have had the misfortune 

to be in hospital a speedy and 
complete recovery! 
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PAGE 10 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
VOLUNTEERS ENJOY A THANK YOU LUNCH 
 
These VIPs were given this luncheon in deep appreciation for all their dedicated time and 
efforts in collecting donations and selling POPPIES for Remembrance Day at various locations.  
Volunteering is about giving your time to meet and greet people of all ages and enjoying 
yourself as well.  Unfortunately we had some who couldn’t make it on the day.  Sorry you 
missed it, you were thought of on the day. 
 
This year - 2015 - is especially important to the Victoria Park RSL Sub Branch with the focus 
being on the Memorial Wall for the WW1 Victoria Park Veterans, where relatives can come and 
show respect to family members along with the general public. This project has also involved 
extremely dedicated and capable Volunteers giving many, many hours to researching and 
verifying all the relevant information received. Well done to them.  We are also fortunate to 
have a very dedicated gardener coming in each fortnight to “keep up appearances” around the 
Sub Branch. 
 
A very friendly and noisy mob enjoyed a variety of 3 course meal selections. Delicious. 
 
A piece of trivia. After leaving ANZAC House one couple got caught by, the then upcoming 
GIANTS geyser Promotion, although warned by one of the operators of the giant marionettes 
aka Liliputians dressed in red, one in particular had the daylights frightened out of them 
because you couldn't tell exactly when the noisy rush of air and water would blow. 
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PAGE 11 SCHEDULE OF HAPPENINGS 

Please find below the meeting dates for the 2015 
 
Committee: 4.30 pm Monday 
23rd March 27th April 25th May 
22nd June 27th July 24th August 
28th September 26th October 23rd November 
 
General  10am Sunday 
8th March 14th June 13th September 
13th December 
 
AGM  10.00AM Sunday 
11th October 
 
Next Social Event: Sundowner:  TBA (after General Meeting) 

check your diary in case of changes 

There are those who work so tirelessly, 
In acts of selfless deeds, 
By giving of their own free time, 
To help with the RSL Club’s needs! 
You will find them at the office desk, 
Maintenance, in the RSL Club, far and wide, they 
receive no weekly pay check, yet, their work is 
done with pride! 
 
They help with all the RSL Club’s tasks 
With radiating cheer, 
And if some urgent help is needed, 
Just call a Volunteer! 
 
A smile, a laugh, a helping hand, 
Are tools which you will find, 
By which our volunteers give aid. 
 
But best of all, their serving heart 
Is truly a display and so we thank you 
 for your work, 
Your kindness and your cheer, 
You are a servant, legend, and friend. 
  You are a Volunteer! 
 

Patrick Page - Full Member 
Warren Everett - Full Member 
John Rushack - Full Member 

Alison Rushack - Affiliate 
Steven Dean - Full Member 

Catherine Dean - Full Member 
Ken Mutton - Full Member  

Vaughan McCue - Honorary 
 
 

To our new Members who have 
joined us over the past couple of 

months we welcome you and hope 
that you enjoy your time with the 

Sub Branch. 
 

If you would like to join us feel free 
to come along on any mornings, see 

front page for opening hours and 
join us for a chat and a cuppa. 
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DOING BUSINESS WITH  
RSL State Branch:  

8:30am - 4:30pm 
 

ANZAC HOUSE 
28 St Georges  
Terrace, Perth  

Website:  www.rslwahq.org.au 
Email:  rslwahq@iinet.net.au 

Telephone: (08) 9287 3799  
Fax: (08) 9287 3732  
Country Callers :  

1800 259 799 
 

RECEPTION 
Monday to Friday -  
General Enquiries  

PO Box 3023  
Perth Adelaide Tce ,WA 6832  

Tel: 9287 3799 
Email:  adminassist@rslwahq.org.au 

Posted by the Office of Ben Wyatt MLA Member for Victoria Park 

Disclaimer 
The information in this publication is of a general nature. 

The articles contained herein are not intended to provide a complete discussion on each 
subject and or issues canvassed. The Victoria Park RSL Sub Branch does not accept any 

liability for any statements or any opinion, or for any errors or omissions contained herein. 
The Editor of the Victoria Park RSL Sub Branch reserves the right to print or reject any 

articles submitted without reflection. 
All articles submitted must be signed and have the name and address of the writer appended 

thereto, this information will not be printed if requested.

The Gurney Club (Inc) 
VICTORIA PARK RSL SUB 

BRANCH 
HALL FOR HIRE 

THE RSL HALL IN  
FRED BELL PARADE, 

EAST VICTORIA PARK IS 
AVAILABLE FOR  

LONG TERM OR CASUAL HIRE 
AT VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES 

SOCIALS / LUNCHES / 
DINNERS / MEETINGS END OF 

YEAR WINDUPS 
FOR INQUIRIES  

 Phone: 9361 8802 or 0432 201 
440 or check our website at 

www.victoriaparkrsl.org.au for 
more information 

SUB BRANCH CONTACT INFORMATION: 
PHONE / FAX: (08) 9361 8802 MOBILE:     0432 201 440 
STREET ADDRESS: 1 FRED BELL PARADE, EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6101 
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO BOX 5444, EAST VICTORIA PARK  WA  6981 
EMAIL: info@victoriparkrsl.org.au 
WEBSITE: www.victoriaparkrsl.org.au 
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/victoriaparkrslsubbranch  

 

http://www.rslwahq.org.au
mailto:rslwahq@iinet.net.au
mailto:adminassist@rslwahq.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/VictoriaParkRSLSubBranch

